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.j: Baked potatoes and beer ..at.

ithe',JoIlY Farmers'
f '

I HOSPITABLE in the sunlight, with windows open to wel-
I come it and roses blooming on the sill-what beerhouse
I looked ~oretypical o~ the EngI!sh countryside than the "Jolly The site of the "Jolly Farmers"
I Farmers at Slades Hill before It was swept away lock, stock had long been known as Frogs

I

and b
,

arrel to m
,

ake room for a more pretentious successor in Bottom. Here Salmons Brook, which
1935, only four years before the outbreak of the last war? crosses the road just out of camera
, ' .' , , range on the left of the picture,

I

Today the rjlral beerhollile, exists table in the centre, was always once formed a "wash" at the foof
only in' the fond memory of old- dressed in spotless white lace cur- of the hill. The beerhouse, she told
timel;s,. its ,lIite, and tha.t of, the cot- tains, and housed the piano around me, then stood on the Enfield side I

I

tages on the le
,

ft
,

' -remembe
,

red,merelY which was' centred many a homely of the "wash" and seems to have,
as part of the car park fronting evening in those carefree years been, run by Suckey Hill, for a

I

,the spacious, cornfor,table modern before Hitler's war. pewter pot,' bearing her name was

I

bU

.

ild
,

ing
,

. stan din

, '

g well back from the A hayloft, seen in the top 1'

,

ight ot in eXiste
,

nce. su
,

key, perha
,

ps misspelt'!road, , ' 'the photograph, was built over the here,was formerly a common name,
.;", stable in which Mr. Slade's horse for women,

I

Hedge-lined and cart were. kept, and a yard '".'
, stood on th3;t sIde of the house. 'Road ralsed

When the photograph was taken A dozen years or so ago the "Gaz- " ''

I

' the-rmtU"'"-tu-Oa1~wt)-;xb-and-' beyond ette'~ reprodueed..in this column an When a bridge replaced the
was unmarred by housing estates old 'photograph taken outside the "wash" the level 01 the road was

[

j
'andthere was no Tube station. Qnly "Jolly ~arme

.

rs" on the occas
,

ion of r~ised, putting, the co~ta~es cOl~-
a few homes ,trickled, down the an outmg made by customers to slderably below It. At thIs tIme, saId

I

flank of Slades Hill, so that bQth BIShops Stortford in one of' David Mrs. Slade, the .beerhouse was moved
behind the beerhouse, in' front, and Heath's:' four-horse brakes: 'Nearly, to, th~ Oakwood sid~of th~, \:I,rookin

.a.longside it'stretched vistas otopen' thirty, PeoPle, "who 'included' BUi.,one:()f a.:gr9upof cottages \Julltfor
-I c()tiI).tryside cseeri mainly over 'tI1~ '~l~de;fuok i>art aCcOmj)anied py the 'l:1is;so'nBby farmer Emmanuel Slade,

hawtliol'n hecfgeS-which lined what, inevitable cornet player and, in, thjs who ,presumably gave hiS na~e to
~Iwe then knew'9.s,the East.'BarIiet"jrtstance, byaconcertinaexponent, the hill. , ",'

Road-now Bramley Road. . , That'wt\~bef9re.' t~ef~~t, w~r" 9:):l!U3e"Riqings, \ypich,. ~u~~~.off
, FrQh1<~l1'..paru;oftfi~'~isa:ict .a~g one,..of'tl;iC~arty':tbl~!lle thatSlaq~8 ,HIll halfway up, tr8:ces .the

people: came' with. their familie.Sto halt ~ :,sov~elgn : coveted the whole l'qute. of an Old, footpath which led
sit iIIldel' the i~ied shelter 'seen in cost, Il1clud1l1g d1l1n~r, tea and beer pas~ Mr. Slades f~;m.?:'he Slad~
the pictUre. Inth!" taproom on the 'for ,the day. . ,.a far cry from days family owned the ,JOlly F'~mers
lE~ft of the central doorway beer v.:hen half a .qUld buys ba!ely three fro~ t~? early 1900s', ~hen ~t "Yas
was served .through a hatch straight, PI?ts of bltter-:-pressurlSed and a ~ree house. SoldIers, sW1l1gmg
froin the barrels which were perched wIshy-washy at that. hurrIcane lamps, and escorted by
on'stilts in the cellar.' " ' mounted officers, helped themselves

. , : ' , Breakfast beer to bread and cheese out of a clothes
Tables a~dfloon.were ofs,crubb.ed ' basket held by Mrs. Slade without

wood ,and, m the wmJ:er, EmIly, wIfe Before her death some ten years halting in their march' to the
of ~}ll Slade, t!1e l1c~ns~e, served ago Mrs: Slade told me that beer Kaiser's war after August, 1914,
potatoes ,baked m ,theil' Jackets !o at twopence a pint was sold from' The licence was relinquished in
customers, v.:ho sat m front of a ,bIg 6 a.m. till 11 p.m. in pewters and 1935., when the beerhouse was, re~
fire at the kItchen rang~. At Chnst- mugs, or in quart pots which were built, and Mr. Slade took over the
mas cakes ~nd, mmce pieS were part passed round customers at the table. "Crown" at Waltham Abbey, where
of the hospltal1ty offered. BUilding workers who began work he died. The pictur~ is in the

The parlour, the window of which early in the morning would have possession of his daughter, Mrs. K.
can be seen behind the bench and beer with their breakfast. Phippen. of Trinity Street, Enfield.
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